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DESERT HEALTHCARE DISTRICT

DATE: May 11, 2010
TO: Program Committee

SUBJ: ID# 563, Family Services of the Desert - $128,137 — year two of gap funding for
mental health services in Desert Hot Springs

Staff Recommendation: forward to the Board for consideration with the Committee’s
recommendation that an award of $ 128,137 be approved. There continues to be a
significant gap in the amount of reimbursable revenue from contracts and the amount that
it costs Family Services of the Desert to provide quality mental health services to District
residents. However, the amount requested for year two is 20% less than the District’s
funding the previous year. This is in part due to a decrease in expenses and a streamlined
overhead.

The biggest challenge continues to be Medi-Cal reimbursement as the process has slowed
due to “furlough Friday” at Riverside County DPSS. Riverside County DPSS is also not fully
funding the clients referred to the agency.

The grant term for year one ends May 31, 2010. From May 2009 through April 10, 2010,
FSOD has provided mental health counseling and family support services to 306 DHS
residents. The request for year two will ensure the continuation of counseling and clinical
therapy services for District residents in Desert Hot Springs.

Community Issue:

It has been established, that one of the most prevalent barriers for residents of underserved
communities, is accessibility to services (Coachella Valley Health Collaborative, 2006, pp.
14) By operating in Desert Hot Springs, FSOD is addressing the barrier of accessibility to
mental health services and providing affordable, quality mental health and family support
services.

Impact on District Residents:
DHCD funding enables FSOD to address issues of accessibility and affordability of mental
health services for District residents in Desert Hot Springs.
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